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He Saw The World Differently

He was one of modern art’s most prolific artists. He lived a long, productive life and
seemed to exercise his artistic genius at his whim. But according to Howard Gardner in
Creating Minds, the genius ran into trouble when it came to conventional learning. He
despised school and would do almost anything to get out of going.

Learning to read, write, and work with numbers perplexed and frustrated & (o]
the young student. He related to numbers purely visually. For instance, "W

when he saw a pigeon, he saw the eyes as zeros and its wings as 2s, but

the idea of numerals as symbols for quantities completely eluded him. He ‘

was such a bad student that without extensive private tutoring and possibly

a good deal of cheating, it's believed he never would have made it through grade school.

Happily, this challenged student’s parents encouraged his talent. But Pablo Picasso, one
of the most celebrated abstract artists of all time, was never able to master abstract
thinking, or traditional scholastic material.

May we each make the most of our gifts!

Smart Thinking!

There’'s A Name For That! A businessman walks into a bank in San

“Too Expensive™? Not So! Francisco and asks for the loan officer. He

The Benefits Of Smiling says he’s going to Europe on business for two

Are You An Effective Networker? weeks and needs to borrow $5,000. The

Check That Container! bank officer says the bank will need some

What Are You Building? kind of security for such a loan, so the

How To Train Your Brain businessman hands over the keys to a Rolls

Check Out These Checklist Royce parked on the street in front of the

Keith’s Thought Of The Month bank. Everything checks out, and the bank
agrees to accept the car as collateral for the
loan. An employee drives the Rolls into the
bank’s underground garage and parks it there.




Aug ust QL“Z Two weeks later, the businessman returns, repays

Qu estion the $5,000 and the interest, which comes to
$15.41.
What is the team of Moses The loan officer says, “We’re very happy to have

Horwitz, Louis Feinberg, and had your business, and this transaction has worked
Jerome Horwitz more popularly [| out very nicely, but we are a little puzzled. While
know as? you were away, we checked you out and found that
you’re a multimillionaire. What puzzles us is why

Everyone who faxes, emails or would you bother to borrow $5,000?”

calls in the correct answer by the

last day of this mqnth will be The businessman replied, “Where else in San
entered_ into a drawing ]‘or a $30 Francisco can | park my car for two weeks for
gift card to Lowe’s . $157”

Call 281-597-7300 and leave a
message or email me at WELCOME & THANK You
keith@mcjunkinhomes.com

Here are new clients whom became

Good Luck! members of our “Real Estate Family”

this past month. I'd like to welcome
you and wish you all the best!

Andre Detko (referred by Marvin and
Cherie Strickland

Th ere’s A Reggie and Lei Bell (referred by Ben
Jones)
Nam e FO I Th at I Mark and Ronda Stieber
You probably know that a gemologist works
with gemstones, and a zoologist works with Thank you!!
animals. But did you know...
1. A person who studies birds is an... Mark and Lynne Halford

ornithologist.
who are already part of our Real
2. And a person who studies insects is an... Estate Family. | was fortunate to

entomologist. help them again. I'd like to thank
them for their continued support
3. A coin collector is also called a...

numismatist. . .
We love giving recognition to our new

friends and our wonderful existing
clients who are kind enough to refer
their friends and relatives to us.

4. While a stamp collector is a...philatelist.

5. If you're crazy about words you may be
an...etymologist.

6. But if you're crazy about butterflies you could be a...lepidopterist.
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7. If fish are your thing, you’re an...ichthyologist.
8. And if fungus is your thing, you're a...mycologist.
9. If you think your watch is broken, find a...horologist.

10. If you think there’s a “bug” going around, find an...epidemiologist.

“Too Expensive?” Not So!

“Eat more fruits and vegetables.” We’re all familiar with this advice, but are we following it?
According to nutritionist Marion Nestle (www.foodpolitics.com), we need to chew on this
fact for awhile: “One-third of all vegetables we consume come from just three sources:
French fries, potato chips, and iceberg lettuce.”

Nestle says one of the reasons many people give for not eating fresh fruits and vegetables
is that they're “too expensive.” Yet many of these same people think nothing of purchasing
costly snacks, like a small bag of potato chips that amounts to $3.50 a pound, or a bite of
chocolate that amounts to $15 a pound. What's more, Nestle says, the rationale is simply
not true.

To prove it, she bought a pound of fresh green beans, which cost approximately $2.99.
She cut away the inedible parts and threw them out, chopped

what remained into bite-sized pieces, and measured them into half-
cup servings (the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s

recommended serving size). The result? One serving of fresh

green beans cost about 30 cents.

The Benefits Of Smiling

You can forget about Prozac or St. John’s Wort. A genuine smile increases the production
of serotonin, the happy hormone.

It's a bonding agent. Smiling builds bridges to other people around us. It keeps us from
remaining aloof and separate from one another. Even babies as young as three weeks old
recognize smiling as a bonding behavior.

It's a workout! One smile uses more than 16 muscles.



Are You An Effective Networker?

Often the difference between employed — and not — isn’t just what you know, but also who
you know, and who knows you. That makes good networking skills essential, so here are
three tips to remember:

Prepare yourself. Don’t “wing it” at your next networking event. Write down a few good
guestions to ask new acquaintances that will get people talking to you (who, what,
why...). Be ready to introduce yourself and describe what you do in an interesting way.

Help other people. As you find out what new acquaintances want, look for opportunities.
Maybe you know someone with the expertise they need. Maybe your own business
offers a service that can save them money. Don’t be pushy, but do let people know what
you can do to help them.

Stay in touch. Get contact information from everyone you meet (and share your own).
Touch base with every member of your network once every few months so you stay fresh
in people’s minds.

Check That Container!

The next time you get something to go — a drink, a snack or a full meal — don’t throw
away that container without checking the bottom for the recycle symbol.

You may be surprised to see that symbol, and if you see it, in many areas you can
recycle the container.

See An You may also be surprised to see the recycle

Interesting Home? symbol on to-go container lids, and on the
No need to wonder about the pr.ice No bottom of that frozen entrée tray you just

need to call a high-pressure sales agent pulled from the microwave.

who will just make you feel obligated.
My computers can send you the

information quickly and easily, for any

house, listed or sold, anywhere in town.
Just ask me! It's all part of my free,
no-obligation HomeFinder Service.

Leave the address on my voicemail,

anytime, 24 hours a day, and I'll fax, mail

or e-mail all the information to you on
that listing within 24 hours.

Be sure to thoroughly rinse all recyclable
containers, just as you do with bottles and
cans, SO you aren'’t inviting critters to take up
residence in your recycle bin.




What Are You
Building?

Three people were laying bricks. A passerby
asked them what they were doing. The first
one replied, “Don’t you see | am making a
living?” The second one said, “Don’t you see
| am laying bricks?” The third one said, “I am
building a beautiful monument.” Three
people doing the same thing — three totally
different perspectives on what they were
doing.

July Quiz Answer

Question: What is the human body’s
largest internal organ?

Answer: Liver.

Source: www.nlm.nih.gov

Congratulations
to Vivian & Don Fallis. Your names
were selected at random from all of the

correct quiz entries and you'll receive a
Lowe’s $30 Gift Card.

Watch for your name
in a coming month! .

How To Train Your Brain

If you want to keep your brain fit, it isn’t enough just to read a master tome like Ulysses.
Researchers believe that the most effective way to keep your brain in top shape is to do
activities that pull you out of routines and expose your senses to new things. Here are

simple three brain exercises:

Brush your teeth with the other hand. If you're right-handed, brush your teeth with your
left. It may take a little more time, but it pulls your brain out of its normal routine and

forces it to use the other side of its circuits.

Place clocks and pictures upside down for a day. This forces you to reorient
and reinterpret familiar objects, which makes the brain use spatial networks it hasn’'t used

in a long time.

Close your eyes. As you make your way around the house, close your eyes and force

your brain to exercise the connections between your sense of

touch and spatial memory.




Check Out These Checklists

Need to get organized? www.SimplyChecklists.com can help you with just about any kind
of checklist you want to create. The site generates numerous categories including travel,
pets, emergencies, and education. Click on the category you want and you’ll be given an
array of choices. Do you want to make a checklist for a cruise you'll be taking? If so, a
checklist is generated and you select the items you want included. Then hit “Print” and
only the items you chose will appear on your list. It's easy to use and can help you keep
everything...in check.

Thought Of the Month

It Finally Happened, My Old Galvanized Steel Water Pipes Starting L eaking
(If your home was built before 1980 and has galvanized water pipes, PLEASE READ THIYS)

I had known for years that galvanized water pipesin older homes especially in areas with hard water
could corrode, build up rust inside the pipe (affecting water pressure) and start leaking. When | first started
building homes with my father back in 1969 (I was only 15 years old at the time) we would install
galvanized steel water pipesin al the homes we built.

These heavy steel pipes and fittings seemed indestructible to me since they were so much heavier and
thicker than copper water pipes.

According to www.thehomedoctor.net, galvanized steel is steel that has been coated with athin layer of zinc
to help prevent corrosion. The zinc prevents the sted from being exposed to erosive elements.

Why is galvanized steel piping not used in today's homes? Simply speaking, galvanized steel corrodes over
aperiod of time. Galvanized steel can last roughly forty years until it needs to be replaced. (lessif lower
quality foreign steel was used) This piping rusts from the inside out. Over time, galvanized stedl pipes might
corrode to the point where the pipes are completely restricted. Corrosion also occurs to steel whenitis
connected directly to copper or brass.



In my own house the first leak occurred in a galvanized steel water line on a horizontal pipe that corroded
where the pipe threaded into the elbow fitting. The water was dripping through the top of a bookcase in the
Family Room and luckily was seen by Mary, (my wife) right away.

When | got home, | went up into the attic, crawled to the other end of the house, dug through the insulation
and found the corroded leaking galvanized elbow. Since it was afairly small leak, | put abowl under it so |
could keep the water on to the house during that. That night, | turned off the water to the house so it would
not drip and waited for Robert K oster, the best plumber | know, (who also happens to be my cousin) with
Broken Arrow Plumbing to come fix the problem. (If you need your pipesinspected, call Robert at 832-
433-2140).

Robert and his crew got to my house late in the afternoon with the attic temperature at about 130 degrees
Fahrenheit and found evidence in several other pipes that showed rust spots that would eventually corrode
through and leak.

These leaks take one of two types, they either drip aswas my case, or they spray. Luckily my first leak
dripped. If the leak sprays, it can cause more damage faster and the water to the home needs to be cut of f
immediately. | was lucky, we were home and caught the leak early, | hate to think what would of happened
if we would have been out of town.

Therefore, now if we leave the house for more than aday, | turn the water off to the house to prevent any
leak damage from occurring while we are gone. If you have galvanized water pipesin an older home, |
strongly suggest you do the same.

I will discussthefix for this condition in afuture article but if you are concerned about it, give me acall
right away.

Asaways, if you, afamily member, friend or business associate is planning on purchasing,
building, or selling a home, please have them contact me as early as possible so | can guide them
through this complicated process.
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